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New Yorkers know that trying 
to secure a reservation for Val-
entine’s Day is no easy task -- it’s 
one of the busiest nights of the 
year for restaurants, with tables 
often fully booked weeks in ad-
vance. That means that servers 
and bartenders are pretty much 
guaranteed to turn a higher profit 
than almost any other night -- but 
it also means they get a close look 
at all of the holiday’s inevitable 
mishaps and train wrecks. As a 
server at several restaurants in 
the city, I’ve seen many of these 
incidents firsthand, but I’ve also 
collected these stories from fel-
low servers who have worked 

everywhere from Per Se to The 
Spotted Pig. As it turns out, when 
you look past the chocolate ros-
es, squeeze-to-sing teddy bears, 
and bottles of Veuve Clicquot, 
you witness a pileup of barf, be-
trayals, and straight-up buffoon-
ery.An accidental engagement

“Last Valentine’s Day, I had 
been recently engaged and I 
wasn’t yet used to working in my 
ring. Before I brought dessert to 
a couple in the corner of my sec-
tion, I quickly dropped some dirty 
plates in the dish pit. I hadn’t re-
alized that my hands had gotten 
sudsy and my ring was loose on 
my finger. As I was presenting des-
sert to the couple and gesturing to 
the various ingredients (‘We have 
chocolate cake with an almond 
crust and a dollop of whipped 

cream on top’) my ring slipped off 
and landed in the whipped cream. 
It happened so fast and subtly 
that when the woman saw the 
ring, so many emotions crossed 
her face. She looked confused 
and excited and hesitant and he 
looked shocked, but neither of 
them could speak. Laughing to 
ease the tension, I quickly picked 
up the plate and said, ‘I’ll have the 
kitchen make you a fresh one!’ 
When I dropped off the ring-less 
desert, they immediately asked 
for the check. I haven’t worn 
my ring to work since.” -- Marie, 
29Rule #1: Keep your eyes open

“It must be nerves, but I nev-
er see guests as [inebriated] as 
they are on Valentine’s Day. Last 
year, a man arrived about an hour 
before his date, and he planted 

himself at the bar until she joined 
him for dinner. He had completely 
slipped my mind until a couple 
hours later when I saw my man-
ager standing firmly over his table. 
The man was holding his pen sus-
pended over the check, essen-
tially asleep with his eyes open. 
It seemed like 10 minutes my 
manager was waiting. Finally the 
man signed what appeared to be 
a single line and then proceeded 
to pick up and drink from the wa-
ter glass on the table next to his. 
At that point, my manager called 
over the sommelier, and together 
they scooped the guy up and car-
ried him out by his arms. Moments 
later, his date excused herself 
.table and hailed a cab outside 
.the restaurant alone.” -- Rachel, 
21. Not your usual Pretty Woman
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Being married for 15 years, Mark 
and Jen patricks enjoy learning 
about the roots of St. Valentine. 
”I am awyas amazed at how 
quickly we got to know each 
other,” Patricks says. 
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Online Editor

 Flowers, candy, red 
hearts and romance. That’s 
what Valentine’s day is all 
about, right? Well, maybe not.
 The origin of this holi-
day for the expression of love re-
ally isn’t romantic at all—at least 
not in the traditional sense. Fa-
ther Frank O’Gara of Whitefriars 
Street Church in Dublin, Ireland, 
tells the real story of the man be-
hind the holiday—St. Valentine.
 “He was a Roman Priest 
at a time when there was an 
emperor called Claudias who 
persecuted the church at that 
particular time,” Father O’Gara 
explains. “ He also had an edict 
that prohibited the marriage of 
young people. This was based 
on the hypothesis that unmarried 
soldiers fought better than mar-
ried soldiers because married 
soldiers might be afraid of what 
might happen to them or their 
wives or families if they died.”
 “I think we must bear 
in mind that it was a very per-
missive society in which Valen-
tine lived,” says Father O’Gara. 
“Polygamy would have been 
much more popular than just 
one woman and one man liv-
ing together. And yet some of 
them seemed to be attracted to 
Christian faith. But obviously the 
church thought that marriage 
was very sacred between one 
man and one woman for their life 
and that it was to be encouraged. 

And so it immediately present-
ed the problem to the Christian 
church of what to do about this.”
“The idea of encouraging them 
to marry within the Christian 
church was what Valentine was 
about. And he secretly mar-
ried them because of the edict.”
 Valentine was eventu-
ally caught, imprisoned and tor-
tured for performing marriage 
ceremonies against command of 
Emperor Claudius the second. 
 There are leg-
ends surrounding Valen-
tine’s actions while in prison.
 “One of the men who 
was to judge him in line with the 
Roman law at the time was a man 
called Asterius, whose daugh-
ter was blind. He was supposed 
to have prayed with and healed 
the young girl with such astonish-
ing effect that Asterius himself 
became Christian as a result.”
 In the year 269 AD, Val-
entine was sentenced to a three 
part execution of a beating, ston-
ing, and finally decapitation all 
because of his stand for Christian 
marriage. The story goes that the 
last words he wrote were in a note 
to Asterius’ daughter. He inspired 
today’s romantic missives by 
signing it, “from your Valentine.”
 “What Valentine means 
to me as a priest,” explains Fa-
ther O’Gara, “is that there comes 
a time where you have to lay 
your life upon the line for what 
you believe. And with the power 
of the Holy Spirit we can do that 
—even to the point of death.”

 Valentine’s martyrdom 
has not gone unnoticed by the 
general public. In fact, Whitefri-
ars Street Church is one of three 
churches that claim to house the 
remains of Valentine. Today, many 
people make the pilgrimage to the 
church to honor the courage and 
memory of this Christian saint.
 “Valentine has come 
to be known as the patron saint 
of lovers. Before you enter into 
a Christian marriage you want 
some sense of God in your 
life—some great need of God 
in your life. And we know, par-
ticularly in the modern world, 
many people are meeting God 
through his Son, Jesus Christ.”
 “If Valentine were here 
today, he would say to married 
couples that there comes a time 
where you’re going to have to 
suffer. It’s not going to be easy 
to maintain your commitment and 
your vows in marriage. Don’t be 
surprised if the ‘gushing’ love that 
you have for someone chang-
es to something less “gush-
ing” but maybe much more ma-
ture. And the question is, is that 
young person ready for that?”
into context,” Father O’Gara 
says. “Love” human love and 
sexuality is wonderful, and 
blessed by God—but also the 
shadow of the cross. That’s 
what Valentine means to me.”
Can God change your life?
 Being married for 15 
years, Mark and Jen patricks 
enjoy learning about the roots 
of St. Valentine. ”I am awyas 

amazed at how quickly we got to 
know each other,” Patricks says. 
God has made it possible for you 
to know Him and experience an 
amazing change in your own 
life. Discover how you can find 
peace with God. You can also 
send us your prayer requests.
 St.Valentine is of ut-
ter importance to be recon-
gized. But to only ideally deal 
with candy hearts and paper 
cards is ignorant, the idea has 
been brought upon by the bible 
that St. Valenine is a symbol 

St. Valentine needs recongtion as well

Valentines 
makes way 
for unique 
memories
SAMANTHA SWANTEK

Editor-in-Chief

Valentine’s Day is either the 
world’s most romantic holiday or 
straight-up garbage, depending 
on your opinion. But is it actu-
ally a good day to find ~love~? 
These brave souls decided to go 
on first dates on V-Day and the 
outcomes range from sweet and 
swoon-worthy to “WTF just hap-
pened?!” Read on for nine crazy 
first date stories from Feb. 14.

1. “I went on a Valentine’s 
first date with this guy who I met 
through work. He was super cute, 
super funny, and we got along so 
well. We went out to dinner and 
a movie, and went out for drinks 
afterward. We were having such 
a good time, and I was just think-
ing about how lucky I was to have 
found him! Anyway, while we’re 
at drinks, he starts getting kind 
of weird. He starts shifting in his 
seat and avoiding eye contact, re-
ally nervous. I thought he was just 
going to ask me to head back to 
his place, but then he got on one 
knee. He asked me to marry him! 
I instantly froze and then excused 
myself to use the restroom. I called 
a cab, and left right then and there. 
Worst date ever.” —Sarah, 26

12 Confessions From Wom-
en Who Snooped on S.O.s

What Happens When You 
Hookup With Your Roommate

2. “I went on a blind date with 
a guy a friend had set me up 
with. We met at Starbucks, and 
after a few hours he told me he 
bought me a gift. He went to his 
car and brought out a balloon 
that said, ‘It’s a boy!’ The Star-
bucks baristas began to immedi-
ately congratulate me. I was a bit 
confused but also thought it was 
hysterical! He explained that was 
the only balloon he could find, 
as all of the heart balloons had 
already been taken. The rela-
tionship didn’t work out, but I still 
have the balloon!” —Kiyana, 24

3. “My current boyfriend and I 
had our first date on Valentine’s 
Day. His car had broken down, 
so he told me he would meet me 
in the lobby of my dorm. When 
I walked into the lobby, and he 
was standing there with a huge 
grin on his face, holding a box 
of chocolates. Since we couldn’t 
drive anywhere, he took me to a 
little sushi place right next to my 
dorm. The tiny restaurant was 
packed. We ended up sitting next 
to another couple at a four-person 
table! Definitely not how I imag-
ined our dinner would go. But we 
made the best out of it and had 
a really good time. At the end of 
the night I could not belive the 
restaruant bill. I told him he did 
not need to spend ANYTHING 
on me but he was determined 
to make a great impression. . 

Beloved high school sweethearts stay strong together
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Erin, 30, and her husband, 34, have been together since she 
was 17. “The best part of being with someone you’ve known 
so long is not being afraid to be yourself, your real self. “
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“The stereotype that I’ve encountered most often is that being 
in a relationship for so long and at a young age is limiting and 
that it hinders each person’s ability to grow and experience 
new things. [But] we’ve experienced the opposite. Having 
someone by my side.”

MELISSA HUGEL
Photographer

 “When we were 
sophomores in college, we 
both decided to study abroad 
in London. Both coming from 
close-knit families, it was diffi-
cult at first for both of us to be 
so far away from home. Being 
able to explore a city new to 
us and travel through Europe 
together definitely helped cre-
ate a strong bond in our re-
lationship. A healthy relation-
ship will prove its strength 

organically. 
 “[The best thing is] 
sharing a brain; we always 
seem to be thinking the 
same thing. Sharing a stom-
ach; we always seem to be 
craving the same snacks. 
We know how to make each 
other laugh and share many 
common interests includ-
ing music, travel and food.”
 Samantha has been 
with her fiancé since her se-
nior year of high school in 
2004. They’re both now 27.
 “Have I considered 
other men attractive? Sure, 
who hasn’t? There’s a dif-
ference between imagining 
scenarios and making them 
happen. I’ve never felt the 
need to be with anyone else 
because I always think about 
the relationship that we have. 

Yeah, that stranger may be 
good-looking and could quite 
easily be great in bed. But 
could there be a conversation 
afterwards? Would we share 
any interests? Would he be 
able to make me laugh the 
way my guy can? Probably 
not, and that’s because we’ve 
got this great connection.
 “One girl in college 
told me it was ‘cute’ that I 
thought I knew what I wanted 
at such a young age. I told 
her ‘mature’ was probably 
a better word, and that I felt 
lucky to be in the kind of re-
lationship that people dream 
of being a part of. She had 
little else to say after that.”      
 Erin, 30, and her 
husband, 34, have been to-
gether since she was 17.
 “The best part of be-
ing with someone you’ve 
known so long is not be-
ing afraid to be yourself, 
your real self. After so long, 
there’s nothing to hide, no 
secrets, no self-conscious-
ness, no fear and no worries. 
 Alyse has been dat-
ing her significant other, now 
both 27, since they were 15.  
 “We were in 10th 
grade at the time and had 
biology class together, which 
is where we met (although 
we were actually in the same 
preschool class at 2 years old 

and are sitting next to each 
other in the class picture).
 “The best part is that 
we were  able to grow 
up together and become 
adults together. We went 
through a lot of the ‘growing 
pains’ issues that everyone 
goes through in high school, 
college and getting settled 
as an adult — but we went 
through them together and 
helped each other along 
the way. I think we each 
grew more by incorporat-
ing some of the best parts 
of each other’s personalities 
and interests into our lives.  
 “The stereotype that 
I’ve encountered most often 
is that being in a relationship 
for so long and at a young age 
is limiting and that it hinders 
each person’s ability to grow 
and experience new things. 
[But] we’ve experienced the 
opposite. Having someone 
by my side, I felt more willing 
to try new things and ben-
efitted from having someone 
to give me that extra push 
when I was making excuses.”
 Staying with a roman-
tic partner you’ve been with 
since high school may seem 
unconventional at best and 
naive at worst. Either way, 
it’s rare; depending on who’s 
counting, anywhere between 
5% and 35%. committed.


